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Preface

The reflections on the Od series in this study were initiated during a study period at the Archaeological 
Museum in Heraklion in 1994. During my doctorial studies in Salzburg, the ideas on the Mycenaean adminis-
tration and the principles of Mycenaean economy matured, in close collaboration with Prof. Sigrid DEGER-
JALKOTZY. This resulted in a preliminary classification and reflection.1 Prof. Sigrid DEGER-JALKOTZY sug-
gested focusing on the classification and interpretation of this series in a post-doctoral work.

I thank the Institute of Aegean Prehistory for making this research possible, and the Mycenaean Com-
mission in the Austrian Academy of Science for hosting my project. I thank in particular Pierre CARLIER 
(Paris), Sigrid DEGER-JALKOTZY (Salzburg and Vienna), Richard FIRTH (Bristol), Maurizio del FREO (Rome), 
John KILLEN (Cambridge), José MELENA (Vitoria), Jean-Pierre OLIVIER (Bruxelles) and Françoise ROUGEMONT 
(Paris) for their advice. 

The epigraphic research in this book has benefited greatly from the advice of Richard FIRTH, John KILLEN 
and José MELENA.  I thank them for sharing their knowledge with me and for their valuable comments. They 
are, of course, not responsible for any errors. Richard FIRTH and José MELENA checked the classification for 
me in Heraklion in November 2002 and commented on it in December 2002. I checked the classification in 
Heraklion in December 2003. I thank the staff of the Heraklion Museum for this opportunity.

Palaeography requires skills, experience and knowledge, and a good deal of intuition. This study, how-
ever, demonstrates some concrete parameters based on measurements, logic, patterns and plausibility, which 
can be used in addition to the other skills in Mycenaean palaeography.

Finally, the invitation from Prof. Sigrid DEGER-JALKOTZY to publish the results in the series of the Myce-
naean Commission is a great honour for me and I thank her for her trust. 

 Copenhagen, June 2005 Marie-Louise NOSCH

 1 NOSCH 2000a.




